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Introduction
Those of us who have grown up in the Bible-belt or were raised in believing homes have been
introduced to an anomaly in our lifetime. The faith of our fathers is being questioned from
nearly every angle because of the Torah movement. This changing perspective is affecting both
Protestant and Catholics. Families are being disrupted, fellowships are being fractured and
questions that are never asked – are being asked – to Pastors and Sunday School teachers
around the globe.
Today Israel is experiencing the eroding of its alliance with the United States under its second
term liberal President and the threat of Iran’s nuclear capabilities are raising questions
regarding Israel’s continued existence. Yet Jews are cautiously finding friendships with nonJews throughout the world. Orthodox rabbis are heralding this resurgence of Torah-obedience
in non-Jews as a harbinger of Messiah’s coming.
If we accept that Yeshua ben Yosef (Jesus son of Joseph) is the promised Jewish Mashiach
(Messiah) then several questions must be answered for the non-Jew who has put his faith in
this Messiah, as I have.
1. Jews are clearly commanded and exhorted throughout the Tanakh (Hebrew Bible) to
keep the commandments of G-d. But what about me?
2. Jews are taught they are bound by the halachah (laws of faith practice) laid down by the
Sages of Israel, and codified in the Shulchan Aruch (Code of Jewish Law). But what about
me?
3. Christians have taught that Jesus abolished the law of Moses and those of attempt to
keep the law trample the blood of Messiah. But what about me?
4. Karite Jews have found common ground with “Messianic” (Christians observing or
acknowledging some or all of the Torah as applicable or binding) teachers wary of the
teachings handed down by the Church, agreeing that Rabbinic Judaism is burdensome
and silly, so Jews and Messianics together should reject the halachah. But what about
me?
5. Similar to the varying perspectives found in Orthodox, Conservative and Reform
Judaism, Messianics have varying views on kosher eating, Sabbath observance and other
halachah. But what about me?
6. Well-known Messianic groups have defined certain Torah commands as “sign
commands” which are only to be kept by Jews. But what about me?
7. Orthodox Judaism teaches that non-Jews should formally convert to Judaism or keep
the Noachide laws described in the Talmud. But what about me?
In this study we will probably not answer all these questions definitively, but each man should
be able to come to a Biblically-sound conclusion on which to base his life’s walk and the raising
of his children. We will review the political climate leading up to the days of Yeshua; examine
what He said and did; study the Acts of the Apostles and their Epistles; review Church history to
Introduction
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conclude how Yeshua’s immediate followers understood their role within Judaism and taught
others. Finally, we will study the eventual schism that brought Christianity and Judaism to the
place they are today, and see if there are conclusions which can be drawn.
Our texts for this study include the Tanakh; the Apostolic Writings; the Babylonian Talmud; the
works of Josephus; texts of the Pre-Ecumenical Councils and the Catholic Encyclopedia.
In most cases we will be using the English Standard Version of the Bible, but I will be referring
to The Delitzsch Hebrew Gospels as well. Every effort will be made to provide the reading texts
for you.

Manly Time of Study
We study in a men-only group so that men can bring their sons and learn together. Our desire is
to be an adjunct and assistance to men teaching their wives, sons and daughters. This is not
meant to be derogatory or chauvinistic. We practice a patriarchal faith. Men need to be held to
a high standard or they flounder. Men need accountability or they stray. Our ministry focus is
on men, because strong men make strong families and strong families make a strong nation.
Much has been given us, and much will rightfully be expected from us. We have
duties to others and duties to ourselves; and we can shirk neither. We have
become a great nation, forced by the fact of its greatness into relations with the
other nations of the earth, and we must behave as beseems a people with such
responsibilities. Toward all other nations, large and small, our attitude must be
one of cordial and sincere friendship. We must show not only in our words, but
in our deeds, that we are earnestly desirous of securing their good will by acting
toward them in a spirit of just and generous recognition of all their rights. But
justice and generosity in a nation, as in an individual, count most when shown
not by the weak but by the strong. While ever careful to refrain from
wrongdoing others, we must be no less insistent that we are not wronged
ourselves. We wish peace, but we wish the peace of justice, the peace of
righteousness. We wish it because we think it is right and not because we are
afraid. No weak nation that acts manfully and justly should ever have cause to
fear us, and no strong power should ever be able to single us out as a subject
for insolent aggression.
Theodore Roosevelt, Inaugural Address, March 4, 1933
How important these words have become, in the United States of America, in these last days.
May we live up to the high calling of Messiah Yeshua.

Introduction
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Class Time
Our class time will allow for discussion and review of the reading material. Our primary source
will be the Apostolic Writings. We shall not refer to these Scriptures as the “New Testament”
because this invites the false belief that the Hebrew Scriptures are in some way passé or old.
This is not the case. We shall not refer to these Scriptures as the “New Covenant” (Brit
Chadasha) implying that they contain, describe or define the New Covenant, as referenced by
the prophet Jeremiah.
Our expectation is that you will attend if at all possible. You will enrich the time of others by
being punctual and prepared, having read the homework assignment before class begins. If you
cannot attend, please let me know ahead of time and review the audio at your earliest
convenience.
I understand what it is to be a man under authority, and a man with too many responsibilities.
If you will invest in your spiritual growth for the next four months, I promise to provide the
venue for which that growth can be nurtured and developed, so that you can be a better
husband, father and employee/owner.
This is Part 2 – The Epistles. I strongly urge you to review Part 1 – The Gospels before continuing
in this guide.
Open our eyes that we may behold wondrous things out of your Torah.
Psalm 119:18

Introduction
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Lesson Twenty-Four
As we walk through the Apostolic Scriptures chronologically, we have begun to take some side
trips to various venues due to Paul’s prolific letter writing. After the amazing grace poured out
on the non-Jews in Antioch and Galatia, there arose a dissention over how these believers were
to be treated by Jews, and if there was more to be done for them to be full members of the
covenant group of Abraham’s children.
Paul’s letter to the assemblies in Galatia was pointed and clear: circumcision, the shorthand or
code to convert to Judaism by becoming “Jewish” was an affront to the sacrifice made by
Yeshua. His blood was sufficient to redeem sinful men, both Jew and non-Jew.
Yeshua’s late night meeting with Nakdimon (Nicodemus) demonstrated that even the teachers
of Israel had forgotten, or been dissuaded from believing, that even Jews must be born anew
from above. The Spirit brings life, not physical descent from a patriarch. Paul has argued that
even Abraham was called and believed before being circumcised.
Yet through this history, we continue to see that those of the believing community were still
practicing a form of Judaism that revered the Torah, Moshe Rabbeinu (Moses our Teacher) and
the expectation of devout faith resulting in righteous living.
Peter has seen the Spirit fall on Cornelius and his household. Most recently, Paul has seen the
power of repentance from the Philippian jailer, who was saved along with his household. Let’s
pick up his second missionary journey by reading Acts 17-18:4 and the visit to Thessalonica,
Berea, Athens and Corinth. Who were persuaded by Paul and Silas’ argument that Yeshua was
the Mashiach?

Lesson Twenty-Four
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In each city, Paul begins his preaching in the synagogues. Why?
Paul becomes disenchanted with his kinsmen’s reception of the gospel message regarding
Yeshua and again announced his intention to bring the message directly to the non-Jews. Read
Acts 18:5-18.
He had met an Italian couple, Aquila and Priscilla. Why were they in Corinth?
Cenchreae is a suburb of Corinth. When there, Paul cut his hair. In Acts 18:18, the Greek εχω
(echo) is translated as “under.”
“…At Cenchreae he had cut his hair, for he was under a vow.”
(Acts 18:18 ESV)
One who makes a vow may not cut his hair during the term of the vow. The vow was
traditionally started by cutting one’s hair at the outset of the vow, and again, when the vow
was completed.

Review
1. Paul was normally successful in turning men and women to Messiah. Who were those
who opposed his message, sometimes physically? Why do you suppose this was the
case?
2. Was there anything in this lesson’s reading that you believe had to do with halachah, for
either Jews or non-Jews? What about Paul’s vow?

Lesson Twenty-Four
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Lesson Twenty-Five
We have seen Paul’s reaction to the visitors in Galatia was to write to the assembly and
warn/instruct them regarding their common salvation. The same thing happens after his next
missionary journey, which included Thessalonica. Visitors afterward prompted another letter.
Read 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10. Did the Holy Spirit fall on these non-Jews as He had in other
cities?
The Thessalonian believers had been taught to turn from idols, to serve the living and true G-d.
How do you think they were supposed to serve Him? Be specific.
For how long were these believers instructed to serve the living and true G-d?
Read 1 Thessalonians 2:1-12. The believers were charged to walk in a manner worthy of G-d.
How would they know, without Paul around, having been idolaters, what would be worthy
conduct?
Read 1 Thessalonians 2:13-20. How can the word of G-d be at work in the Thessalonian
believers? Explain this fully.

Read 1 Thessalonians 3:1-11. This is the second time that Paul has referenced the return of the
L-rd Yeshua. He is praying that these believers may have their hearts established as blameless in
holiness. Let’s break that down. Blameless means that there is nothing on which to establish a
claim of wrongdoing. This is how Zacharias and Elizabeth were described.
“In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, of
the division of Abijah. And he had a wife from the daughters of Aaron, and her
name was Elizabeth. And they were both righteous before God, walking
blamelessly in all the commandments and statutes of the Lord.”
(Luke 1:5–6 ESV, emphasis mine)
This necessitates a knowledge and understanding of the Scriptures. Perhaps this is exactly to
what James was referring when he mentioned Moses being heard every Sabbath. Paul implies
that this blameless walk, regarding the commandments, leads to holiness. Do you find it
surprising or consistent that he is making these statements while writing specifically to nonJewish believers? Explain your answer.
Lesson Twenty-Five
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Read 1 Thessalonians 4:1-12. Paul is describing, as James was alluding, to sanctification. This is
the progressive move from pagan to righteous; from idolatry to holiness. Do you think Paul
gave the Thessalonian believers another short-list of minimum requirements to kick-start their
walk, as James had done to those in Antioch? If so, do they parallel?

Review these two blessings from the traditional Shemoneh Esrei – Amidah prayer, prayed three
times every day by the observant.
G-D’S MIGHT
You are eternally mighty my L-rd, the Revivifier of the dead are You, with
abundant power to save.
Who sustains the living with kindness, revivifies the dead with abundant
mercy, supports the fallen, heals the sick, releases the bound, and maintains
His faith with those asleep in the dust. Who is like You, O Master of mighty
deeds, and who is comparable to You, O King Who causes death and restores
life and makes salvation sprout?
And You are faithful to revivify the dead. Blessed are You, HASHEM, Who
revivifies the dead.
INGATHERING OF EXILES
Sound the great shofar for our freedom, raise the banner to gather our exiles,
and gather us from the four corners of the earth. Blessed are You, HASHEM,
Who gathers in the dispersed of His people Israel.
The Expanded ArtScroll Siddur
Now read 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18. This is one of the most quoted and well-known passages in
the Apostolic Scriptures. Compare this passage with the two blessings above. If you recall from
an earlier lesson, the Amidah (standing) prayer is the culmination of the prayers referenced in
Acts.
“And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to
the breaking of bread and the prayers.”
(Acts 2:42 ESV)
Do you think Paul is gently introducing this traditional prayer to the non-Jews that have joined
the faith?

Lesson Twenty-Five
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Is Paul’s theology, regarding the coming of the L-rd Yeshua, consistent with that of Orthodox
Judaism? How so or why not?

Read 1 Thessalonians 5:1-28. Write any final comments about Paul’s instruction and
exhortation to the Thessalonian assembly.

Review
1. How would you describe this letter Paul wrote to the Thessalonian assembly? Why
would he believe it SO important to have everyone hear the letter as to put them under
oath to do so?

2. Timothy must have reported back to Paul that some of the new believers were
dismayed that their loved ones had missed the second coming, having died before
Yeshua’s return. In a nutshell, describe Paul’s encouragement in your own words.

3. Do you pray for the coming of the L-rd every day? Do you bless Him for His might and
ability to raise the dead from the dust? Do you believe He will do so? Do you think He
has the power? Write your thoughts below.

Lesson Twenty-Five
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Lesson Twenty-Six
Review the following blessing from the traditional Shemoneh Esrei – Amidah prayer, prayed
three times every day by the observant.
THE RIGHTEOUS
On the righteous, on the devout, on the elders of Your people the Family of
Israel, on the remnant of their scholars, on the righteous converts and on
ourselves – may Your compassion be aroused, HASHEM, our G-d, and give
goodly reward to all who sincerely believe in Your Name. Put our lot with
them forever, and we will not feel ashamed, for we trust in You. Blessed are
You, HASHEM, Support and Assurance of the righteous.
The Expanded ArtScroll Siddur
Now Read 2 Thessalonians chapter 1. Reflect on Paul’s opening encouragement to his faithful
converts. Notice in verse 8 his description of the L-rd’s return. Read Isaiah 66:15-16 and write
your thoughts on the concept that everything Paul writes in the Apostolic Scriptures must have
its root in the Tanakh.

In verse 11, Paul is praying that the Thessalonians would be worthy of G-d’s calling and may
fulfill every resolve for good and every work of faith by His power. Write down what you think
this means. Be thorough.

Now read 2 Thessalonians chapter 2. Do you get the impression that there may be folks in
Thessalonica spreading false rumors about the Day of the L-rd, or even writing to the assembly
implying they had missed it? Explain.

The theological doctrine of imminence teaches that the L-rd may return at any moment –
imminently. Does Paul believe this? Review verses 3 and 4 in this chapter. Write down the steps
of the end times, as Paul describes them.

Read 2 Thessalonians 3. Paul juxtaposes idleness with the tradition he had delivered to them. As
is our tradition, we recite the Eshet Chayil to our wives on the eve of the Sabbath. We praise
Lesson Twenty-Six
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her for she “does not eat the bread of idleness.” Following the context of the chapter, to what
do you believe Paul is referring?

Review
1. If you received this letter, would you be encouraged or discouraged? What would make
the difference?

2. Do you believe in the imminent return of the Mashiach?

3. If there is one character trait you would glean from Paul’s admonition in this letter, what
would it be?

Lesson Twenty-Six
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Lesson Twenty-Seven
We return to the Acts of the Apostles to pick up our narrative of the happenings in the middle
of the first century of the common era. Paul has traveled through Greece and then sailed to
Ephesus. Read Acts 18:19 – 19:10. If you follow the map, it’s almost comical the way Apollos
leaves Ephesus, crossing the sea to Achaia, missing Paul’s second visit, and subsequent ministry
in Ephesus for two years!
Write down what you know about Apollos.

The Scripture says that Apollos had been instructed in the way of the L-rd. The Greek is κατηχεω
(katēcheō), from which we get our English catechism, which is a summary of the principles of
faith in the form of questions and answers. It is a strictly oral teaching method. When Priscilla
and Aquila heard Apollos teach, what did they do? Be specific.

Read the verses below, taking note of the emphasized phrases.
“He had been instructed in the way of the L-rd. And being fervent in spirit, he
spoke and taught accurately the things concerning Yeshua, though he knew
only the baptism of John.”
(Acts 18:25 ESV, emphasis mine)
“He began to speak boldly in the synagogue, but when Priscilla and Aquila
heard him, they took him aside and explained to him the way of G-d more
accurately.”
(Acts 18:26 ESV, emphasis mine)
Based on the context, do you believe there is a difference between “the way of the L-rd” and
“the way of G-d?” Consider the following verses as you formulate your answer.
“For I have chosen him, that he may command his children and his household
after him to keep the way of the L-RD by doing righteousness and justice, so
that the LORD may bring to Abraham what he has promised him.””
(Genesis 18:19 ESV, emphasis mine)
“And they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying,
“Teacher, we know that you are true and teach the way of G-d truthfully, and

Lesson Twenty-Seven
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you do not care about anyone’s opinion, for you are not swayed by
appearances.”
(Matthew 22:16 ESV, emphasis mine)

Speculate, based on what we have read of Apollos’ biography and write down how Priscilla and
Aquila would have given Apollos a more accurate understanding of his faith.

Read Acts 19:11 – 20. Comment on what you have read. Do these things happen today? There
are some sects of Christianity that believe so. How do you normally react? Is this episode given
to us to learn normal halachah or describe something unique and astounding? Be thorough in
your answer.

Read Acts 19:21 – 41. The text speaks for itself, but notice that comment about Paul’s influence
and ministry success throughout “Ephesus but in almost all of Asia.” Comment on this success
and compare Paul’s normal methods of sharing the good news of Mashiach to the world with
those being used by general Christianity (or Judaism) today.

Review
1. Can you track Paul’s movements in the passages from this lesson?

2. Explain geographically, Paul’s movements in Acts 18:22 – 23.

Lesson Twenty-Seven
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Lesson Twenty-Eight
As we saw in our last lesson, the trek from Jerusalem up to Antioch, through Galatia and Asia,
then across to Macedonia and down into Greece is over 1,000 miles – one way. Upon his return
to Antioch, he wrote to the believers in Corinth. Read Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians. It’s
16 chapters. Write your first impressions below.

Now read 1 Corinthians 1:1-9. Make note of to whom Paul is writing this letter and how often
he uses the word “call.”

Read 1 Corinthians 1:10-31. What’s the problem? What do Jews demand and non-Jews seek?

Read 1 Corinthians 2. Having read everything about Paul’s travels to Corinth in the book of Acts,
to what “demonstrations of the Spirit and power” do you believe he is referring?

Does Paul believe that we need to be stupid or dim-witted to believe Yeshua is the Messiah?

Read 1 Corinthians 3. It sounds like Paul has returned to the focus of the first chapter.
Summarize what Paul wants to happen in the lives of his hearers.

In 1 Corinthians 3:11, Paul claims that the only true foundation is the One laid by the Father –
Messiah Yeshua. With that in mind, consider my rendition of Scott’s “coasters description” of
the faithful described in the audio of Lesson 22. Scott’s point was that there are overlapping
groups within the non-Jewish world, as well as the Jewish world. Some claim saving faith, while
others are keeping the commandments, some trust Yeshua, while others don’t know Him…

Lesson Twenty-Eight
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Review
1. Do you know people in each group? Write your thoughts below.

2. Paul speaks of the “Israel of G-d” to the Galatian assembly. He says,
“And if you are Messiah’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring,
heirs according to promise.”
(Galatians 3:29 ESV)
It is my belief that this reality does not move you from the left circle (as a non-Jew) to the sons
of Jacob circle, any more than ritual conversion does. Write your thoughts.

Lesson Twenty-Eight
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Lesson Twenty-Nine
Read 1 Corinthians 4 – 6. In chapter 4, Paul mentions “not going beyond what is written.”
Bearing in mind that his audience is almost exclusively non-Jews who have come to believe in
Messiah Yeshua, to what might he be referring? His focus is on behavior, godly behavior. Write
your thoughts below.

Paul’s closing remarks to chapter 4 are of a father to his child. He references Timothy, who he
presumably led to faith in Yeshua. If you have had the privilege of being used by the Father to
influence someone to salvation, you know the feelings Paul is expressing. But I’m convinced
that we should have this attitude, which was in Messiah Yeshua, towards all of the faithful. We
should be encouraging, exhorting and blazing the trail of faithful halachah and righteousness in
Messiah. Do you agree?

Chapter 5 is sad. It’s sad not only because it happened in this new faith assembly – but it
happens all over Christendom today. The stories of “church flings” and shameful conduct have
damaged the name of Messiah as the world, and the visible representation of His church, have
loosened moral limits and failed to call sin, sin. Courage among believers is no longer common.
It is pronounced and palpable when we are persecuted. I’m sure you have stories to tell of
moral failures among the faithful, as do I. However, our focus should be on what we,
individually, can do to set a high standard of conduct, as the Torah describes.
What about me? You have the Scriptures – the Torah – to guide you to holiness, even as a nonJew, to bring glory to your Messiah and our Father in heaven.
As you read chapter 5, what time of year do you think it was when Paul penned this letter?
Why?
Chapter 6 moves Paul to another aspect of Corinthian behavior – litigation. Let’s look at Paul’s
list of those who “will NOT inherit the kingdom of G-d.”
•
•
•
•
•

Sexually immoral
Idolaters
Adulterers
Homosexual men
Thieves

Lesson Twenty-Nine
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I am not aware of many Protestant churches that remind the congregation of these truths.
Behavior does matter. Our study is focused on how we, as non-Jews, should live and walk out
our faith. Let me give you some Greek for the words in the list above (from 1 Corinthians 6:910) so you get a little more impact than the English provides. See if you can determine what
English words were derived from these Greek words.
•
•
•

Pornos (pornography)
Eidololotreis (idolatry)
Moichos (adulterer)

•
•

Malakos/Apsenokoites (passive and
active men in homosexual coitus)
Kleptes (kleptomaniac)

Some of these words have direct etymological connections to words we use today. In 1
Corinthians 5:11, Paul admonishes his readers “not to even associate” with someone who
claims Messiah (a brother in the L-rd) and practices these behaviors. Make a note of this, the
next time someone declares that “we are not to judge.” While we don’t judge whether a person
has a place in the world to come, we certainly must judge whether we should keep company
with them, based on their behavior!

Review
1. Consider the following verses and write down if you think Paul is encouraging the nonJewish believers to look to the Torah for instructions for living, or if he had other
documents in mind.
a. 1 Corinthian 1:19
b. 1 Corinthians 1:31
c. 1 Corinthians 2:9
d. 1 Corinthians 3:19
e. 1 Corinthians 4:6
f. 1 Corinthians 6:16
g. And these we have not read yet, 1 Corinthians 9:9, 10:7, 11, 14:21, 15:45, 54

2. How would you approach a brother or sister in Messiah whose behavior was listed in
Paul’s letter? Or would you simply ignore it and hope that G-d corrected them?

Lesson Twenty-Nine
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Lesson Thirty
We begin to get into the meat of Paul’s letter to the assembly at Corinth with chapter 7.
Apparently, the Corinthians had relayed a list of questions to him. Read 1 Corinthians 7:1-5. The
Greek word καλός (kalos) is mostly translated as good, but it’s translated as wise a few times in
the LXX Proverbs. I bring this up because Paul used the Greek άπτομαι (haptomai), from which
we get haptics or the science of “touch.” In light of this, perhaps the Orthodox tradition of
shomer negiah (a man not touching a woman other than his wife) makes sense.
“Now concerning the matters about which you wrote:
“It is wise for a man not to touch a woman.””
(1 Corinthians 7:1)
The word haptomai is translated as “touch” in every one of the 32 other instances in the
Apostolic Scriptures. So, our translators were a bit taken in by the next verse. The sense is right,
but it’s not quite accurate. I believe Paul is relating a problem and a solution. Men and women
often become inflamed by touch, so it’s good for men and women to marry and have spouses.
I agree with Paul’s admonition, and I instruct men, both young and old, not to find themselves
alone with a woman. It is wise, but not easy, and certainly not politically correct.
Read 1 Corinthians 7:6-40. 1 Corinthians 7:6 is the first of ½ a dozen suggestions which Paul will
offer to the assembly at Corinth. He is always careful to distinguish between a mitzvah and his
suggestions. How many different topics does Paul discuss?

There appears to be a consistent theme in this section, as Paul deals with relationships.
Summarize his thoughts.
Comment on the verse below.
“For neither circumcision counts for anything nor uncircumcision,
but keeping the commandments of G-d.”
(1 Corinthians 7:19 ESV)

Lesson Thirty
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It should be noted that Paul’s theological position to a non-Jewish community is that their
heritage is not the concern – it’s their behavior. Knowing Messiah demands obedience to the
Torah. Do you agree?

Paul touches on eschatology (study of the end times) in 1 Corinthians 7:31.
“For the present form of this world is passing away.”
(1 Corinthians 7:31b ESV)
The primary two Greek words in this sentence are σχήμα (schema) and κόσμος (kosmos). If a
database programmer changes the schema of a database, it is a fundamental change. It’s
demonstrably different than the former database. We get our English cosmos from the Greek
kosmos. Paul is claiming that the known, visible nature of the cosmos is passing away, or
passing by. Consider the perspective of these other Apostolic writers (emphasis mine) and
summarize your thoughts on the matter.
“Let the lowly brother boast in his exaltation, and the rich in his humiliation,
because like a flower of the grass he will pass away.”
(James 1:9–10 ESV)
“The end of all things is at hand; therefore be self-controlled and
sober-minded for the sake of your prayers.”
(1 Peter 4:7 ESV)
“And the world is passing away along with its desires,
but whoever does the will of God abides forever.”
(1 John 2:17 ESV)

Read 1 Corinthians 8 for Paul’s perspective on food offered to idols. Summarize his perspective
and comment on your own.

Read 1 Corinthians 9. After reading this chapter, what do you think was the question that was
written to Paul?
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Let’s take a closer look at 1 Corinthians 9:19-23. Paul describes several groups to whom he is
witnessing for Messiah.
•
•
•
•

Jews
Those under the law
Those outside the law
Weak

Who are those under the law? Are they not those who are condemned by it?
“The soul who sins shall die.”
(Ezekiel 18:20a ESV)
Paul used the same grouping of people in his letters to the Roman and Galatian assemblies.
“For all who have sinned without the law will also perish without the law,
and all who have sinned under the law will be judged by the law.”
(Romans 2:12 ESV, emphasis mine)
“But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of
woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so
that we might receive adoption as sons.”
(Galatians 4:4–5 ESV, emphasis mine)
Paul’s perspective is that everyone who is under the old covenant is doomed. Only those under
the new covenant will be saved and have a place in the World to Come, having received the
adoption. This means that having Jewish blood or heritage is not enough to save a man. One
must be born again by the Spirit of G-d, which is Paul’s mission.
Who are those outside the law? As he wrote to the Romans, these are non-Jews, unaware of
the Torah of G-d.

Review
1. Who are the weak to whom Paul refers in both chapters 8 and 9?
2. Are you under, outside or above the law? How can Paul state that “nothing” matters but
keeping the commandments of G-d, which is the law?
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Lesson Thirty-One
Throughout the past three chapters, Paul consistently focused on unity and the common bond
of the believers, both Jew and Gentile, in Messiah Yeshua. Not once did he stop to separate
(pun intended) the dietary laws for Jews from those of the non-Jews.
Read 1 Corinthians 10:1 – 33 and comment on Paul’s theme. Is there a consistent topic? Is he
revisiting an earlier theme?
Do you think a Jew reading this chapter would come away with a different message than a nonJew, if both believed in Messiah Yeshua?
How do you understand this verse, as Paul closes this chapter?
“Give no offense to Jews or to Greeks or to the assembly of G-d”
(1 Corinthians 10:32 ESV)

As we continue to walk through the Apostolic Scriptures from one end to the other, reliving the
history of those days, we come upon chapter 11. Read 1 Corinthians 11:1 – 34. Paul opens with
a command to the congregation.
“Be imitators of me, as I am of Messiah.”
(1 Corinthians 11:1 ESV)
Paul described himself to the Jews gathered in the Jerusalem Temple, and then to the Gentile
believers in Philippi.
“I am a Jew, born in Tarsus in Cilicia, but brought up in this city, educated at
the feet of Gamaliel according to the strict manner of the law of our fathers,
being zealous for G-d as all of you are this day.”
(Acts 22:3 ESV)
“Circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of
Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a
persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.”
(Philippians 3:5–6 ESV)
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Here’s the flow of my logic on this. See if it makes sense to you. Paul describes himself as a Jew
who is strict with the Torah and blameless with his Torah keeping. Then he instructs me, a nonJew, to imitate his walk as he follows Yeshua, Who was also strict with the Torah and blameless.
What am I missing? Are there two standards of behavior or just one?
Further support for this one-law perspective seems to be Paul’s commendation of the
Corinthians, because they are maintaining the traditions as he delivered them. Write your
thoughts.

In this chapter Paul describes the Last Seder of the Master (the last supper is a misnomer.)
However, taken in context, his reference is not to the annual celebration of the Yeshua’s
yahrzeit (the memorial of a loved one’s death), but rather, a regular or routine coming together
to remember the sacrifice made on our behalf – that which unifies us all, regardless of
background or birth.
“For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup,
you proclaim the L-rd’s death until he comes.”
(1 Corinthians 11:26 ESV)
I have used Paul’s quote from the Master nearly every time I have served “communion” both in
the church as well as at the Pesach (Passover) table.
Read 1 Corinthians 12:1 – 31. Paul’s focus in these latest three chapters is a consistent
pounding about unity and togetherness, regardless of the broader topic. This theme began at
the opening of the letter.
Finish your study with the love chapter. Read 1 Corinthians 13:1 – 13.

Review
1. Some would teach that Paul’s admonition for “each person to lead the life that the L-rd
has assigned to him” (7:17) is an indication that Gentiles should continue a lifestyle
without Torah obedience. How would you respond?
2. Some would teach that Paul does not want Gentiles to keep the Torah, since he
admonishes those who were not circumcised to not seek circumcision (7:18). Seems like
a slam dunk. What do you say?
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Lesson Thirty-Two
Paul’s letter to the assembly at Corinth is coming to a close. Read 1 Corinthians 14. This is a
famous passage about spiritual gifts. As you read, try to avoid thinking about scenes or events
you have experienced or heard of from the past. Which gift is more important to Paul?
Speaking in tongues or prophecy? Why?

Read Isaiah 28 and you will find some familiar phrases and quotes. To whom is the prophet
referring? We have already discussed Paul’s strong belief that the Day of the L-rd was quickly
approaching. Notice the parallel of 1 Corinthians 14:20-21 to Isaiah 28:9-11. Write your
thoughts.

Take a moment to read Deuteronomy 28:45-51 and Jeremiah 5:14-17. The same phrase about a
foreign language is used. This is a very common thread among the prophets, expanding ones
understanding of Deuteronomy 28, the blessings and the curses for obedience/disobedience to
the Torah. If non-Jews were never intended to keep the Torah, unless they wanted to do so,
why would Paul refer to these passages?

Most people would think of speaking in tongues as something that is done within the assembly
and prophecy being done publicly. How does Paul view this?

In 1 Corinthians 14:26, the ESV and NIV incorrectly translate psalmos as “hymn” possibly in an
attempt to move from Judaism. The NASB and NKJV get it right. All four get it in Ephesians 5:19.
1 Corinthians 14:33-35 is very controversial. Orthodox Judaism teaches the same thing, and
Paul indicates that he is quoting from the Torah. Where does the Torah teach that women
should remain silent in the assembly, learning from their husbands?

To what is Paul referring in verse 37, when he claims the things he is writing are “a command
from the L-rd?”
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Read 1 Corinthians 15. It’s one of the mightiest theological treatises on the necessity of the
resurrection of Yeshua anywhere in the Scriptures. If you’re impressed with the flow of Paul’s
argument, I recommend memorizing 1 Corinthians 15:50-55.
Would you have argued as strongly about the resurrection? Has this reading changed your
perspective? Write your thoughts.

““O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?”
The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.
But thanks be to G-d, who gives us the victory through our L-rd Yeshua the
Messiah.”
(1 Corinthians 15:55–57 ESV)
Paul says the sting of death is sin. The power of sin is certainly the law, as it is written, “the soul
who sins shall die.” Ezekiel 18. But I would have thought the sting of sin was death. Think about
it and write your thoughts.

Read 1 Corinthians 16. Notice that Paul recommends putting aside funds on the first day of the
week for the collection being raised for those in Jerusalem. If the first day of the week had
actually become “the lord’s day,” instead of the Sabbath, as some teach, one would think Paul
would have used the term in verse 2.

Review
1. If Yeshua had not been raised from the dead by the power of G-d, what does Paul think
of our faith? Can you explain why he is so adamant?

2. Paul’s final admonition to the community is 1 Corinthians 16:13. His words can be
paraphrased as, be vigilant, persevere in the faith, be brave and prevail. Comment on
this verse.
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Lesson Thirty-Three
As we approach Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians, we find that he is again forced to
defend his credentials. He probably did not receive rabbinic s’michah before beginning his
persecution of Yeshua’s followers, and after the Damascus event, there isn’t a rabbi in the Land
who will lay hands on him for ordination.
Paul mentions Achaia, which is the Greek peninsula where Corinth and Athens are located.
Read 2 Corinthians 1 – 13. Don’t get bogged down. As you read, look for references to “the
brother.” You should find him referenced twice. What do we learn about him?
1. Traveling to Corinth with whom?
2. Famous? For what?
3. Appointed? For what?
Re-read 2 Corinthians 3. Depending on your version, it may sound confusing, but it’s truly
amazing. Paul has the chutzpah to compare his ministry with that of Moshe rabbeinu (Moses
our teacher. Let’s look at Paul builds his midrash with a kol v’komer argument.
Letters of recommendation.
“You yourselves are our letter of recommendation, written on our hearts, to be
known and read by all.”
(2 Corinthians 3:2 ESV)
Reference Moses’ work.
“And you show that you are a letter from Messiah delivered by us, written not
with ink but with the Spirit of the living G-d, not on tablets of stone but on
tablets of human hearts.”
(2 Corinthians 3:3 ESV)
A new covenant.
“Who has made us sufficient to be ministers of a new covenant …”
(2 Corinthians 3:6a ESV)
Letters (like on Moses’ tablets) which kill vs. Spirit-giving life.
“… not of the letter but of the Spirit. For the letter kills, but the Spirit gives
life.”
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Ministry of death/life and glory.
“Now if the ministry of death, carved in letters on stone, came with such glory
that the Israelites could not gaze at Moses’ face because of its glory, which
was being brought to an end, will not the ministry of the Spirit have even more
glory?”
(2 Corinthians 3:7–8 ESV)
Ministry of condemnation/righteousness.
“For if there was glory in the ministry of condemnation, the ministry of
righteousness must far exceed it in glory.”
(2 Corinthians 3:9 ESV)
Much more glory.
“For if what was being brought to an end came with glory, much more will
what is permanent have glory.”
(2 Corinthians 3:11 ESV)
To veil or not to veil.
“Since we have such a hope, we are very bold, not like Moses, who would put
a veil over his face so that the Israelites might not gaze at the outcome of
what was being brought to an end.”
(2 Corinthians 3:12–13 ESV)
The old covenant.
“But their minds were hardened. For to this day, when they read the old
covenant, that same veil remains unlifted, because only through Messiah is it
taken away. Yes, to this day whenever Moses is read a veil lies over their
hearts. But when one turns to the L-rd, the veil is removed.”
(2 Corinthians 3:14–16 ESV)
Paul starts with the new covenant and brings it full-circle by ending his argument with the old
covenant. This is the only time in the entire Bible when “old covenant” is used. He equates the
old covenant with Moses, which is the Torah.
The veil, which lies over their hearts – by HaShem’s design – prevents them from seeing the
glory of the Torah, which is Messiah Yeshua.

Lesson Thirty-Three

32

WHAT ABOUT ME?

MEN OF TORAH

I highly recommend Tim Hegg’s scholarly teaching called, What’s so NEW about the NEW
Covenant? It’s available from Torah Resource and/or First Fruits of Zion.

Review
1. How would you describe the old covenant?

2. Is the old covenant time-based? For example, is it before or after Messiah’s coming?

3. Who put the veil over Moses’ face and why?

4. When it comes right down to it, what’s the difference between Paul’s ministry and
Moses’ ministry?
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Lesson Thirty-Four
Now that we’ve read Paul’s letters to the assembly at Corinth, we return to the Acts of the
Apostles and pick up where we left off, back in Ephesus. Demetrius, a silversmith, has gotten
the crowd of Ephesian artisans into a two-hour rioting frenzy against Paul and his two
Macedonian traveling companions. Read Acts 20:1-3.
Paul desired to visit Spain and preach the gospel there as well as in Rome. During his last visit to
Achaia, Paul spent three months ministering to the Corinthians and writing his epistle to the
Roman believers. Read Romans 1 – 3. It’s not long before Paul launches into the sinful state of
men. But during his introduction, he mentions obedience.
“through Whom (Messiah) we have received grace and apostleship to bring
about the obedience of faith for the sake of His Name among all the nations,”
(Romans 1:5 ESV, emphasis mine)
Obedience? To what is this mixed assembly of Jews and non-Jews to obey? The absence of an
object in this sentence leads me to believe that the object was known and understood by the
audience. Believers, in general, regardless of ethnicity, heritage or history, obey the Torah.
Some scholars say that Paul’s letter to the Roman assembly is one of the greatest theological
treatises every written. Let’s point out some headliners worth memorizing.
“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of G-d for salvation to
everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.
For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith,
as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.””
(Romans 1:16–17 ESV)
Paul is quoting the prophet Habakkuk, and used this in Galatians, as did the writer of Hebrews.
““Behold, his soul is puffed up; it is not upright within him,
but the righteous shall live by his faith.”
(Habakkuk 2:4 ESV)
Chapter 1 closes with a condemnation of ungodly men for refusing to acknowledge the Creator.
With a quick reading, one would think that all ungodly men fall into this category. After all, the
design of creation teaches that there is a god – and G-d has shown it to men. Theologians
would call this general revelation. If that’s true, how do we reconcile verse 32?
“Though they know G-d’s righteous decree
that those who practice such things deserve to die,
they not only do them but give approval to those who practice them.”
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Do all men know “G-d’s righteous decree??” In 2:8 he refers to those who “do not obey the
truth.”
“For it is not the hearers of the law who are righteous before G-d,
but the doers of the law who will be justified.”
(Romans 2:13 ESV, emphasis mine)
Paul ties it together nicely as he compares the behavior of Jews and non-Jews in the following
verses. He closes the chapter with a marvelous understanding of the new covenant.
“For no one is a Jew who is merely one outwardly,
nor is circumcision outward and physical. But a Jew is one inwardly,
and circumcision is a matter of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter.
His praise is not from man but from God.”
(Romans 2:28–29 ESV)
Sounds just like 2 Corinthians 3. Paul finishes chapter 3 by returning to his original tenant, that
all men are without justification before G-d, and have earned His condemnation. There is no
distinction between Jew and non-Jew. He began with Habakkuk and closes with a drash on
Psalm 14:1-3 and Psalm 53:1-3.
Paul lumps all men together in need for a Savior and points to the Torah as the standard of
righteousness deeds for those who have been saved.

Review
1. Is it possible to layout the “plan of salvation” without using the book of Romans?

2. Is general revelation sufficient to condemn man? Read Psalm 19 and comment below.
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Lesson Thirty-Five
Read Romans 4 – 6. In this chapter, Paul uses Avraham avinu (Abraham our father) to
demonstrate that his faith was credited to him before he was circumcised.
“That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace
and be guaranteed to all his offspring—
not only to the adherent of the law but also to the one who shares the faith
of Abraham, who is the father of us all,”
(Romans 4:16 ESV, emphasis mine)
Catch that? The promise is guaranteed to Abraham’s offspring, not only the Jew (adherent of
the law) but also to “the one who shares the faith of Abraham,” the non-Jew. This is big!
Consider that the religious leaders of Paul’s day taught that ethnicity was the ticket to a place in
the world to come. You had to be Jewish. That’s why ritual conversion was so important –
because it made the non-Jew into a Jew (supposedly.)
In Romans 5, Paul ties it back to chapter 4, in that death is common to all of us, Jew and nonJew.
“Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses,
even over those whose sinning was not like the transgression of Adam,
who was a type of the one who was to come.”
(Romans 5:14 ESV)
Adam to Moses is the time before the giving of the Torah on Mt. Sinai. Whose sinning was not
like the transgression of Adam? What made Adam special?

Moses, the Law Giver, was a type, or image, of Messiah Yeshua, who was to come. Four times
in this chapter, Paul uses a kol v’komer argument (light to heavy), to demonstrate the
surpassing greatness of life from Yeshua’s death for our transgression vs. our death from
Adam’s transgression. This is the concept of substitutionary atonement. One man’s
disobedience made us all sinners, and One Man’s obedience made us all righteous.
In Romans 6, Paul deals with slavery, being in bondage to that which controls you. It’s either sin
or righteousness, and therefore it’s either law or grace. We’re under the “law of sin” as he puts
it in chapters 7 and 8, or we are under the saving grace of G-d, in Messiah Yeshua.
As you can see, the phrase, “you’re not under law but under grace” is not intended to pit law
against grace, but to summarize our freedom from slavery to sin. We are slaves, paid wages by
our master.
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“For the wages of sin is death,
but the free gift of G-d is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
(Romans 6:23 ESV)

Salvation (or a place in the world to come) is not based on being Jewish, according to Paul,
because righteousness was credited to Abraham before his circumcision. Therefore, he was a
non-Jew, father of the Jews, or better – father of the faithful.

Review
1. In the first three chapters, Paul taught that there is no excuse for a man not to seek
after G-d, since His invisible attributes are seen in His creation. How would you
summarize Paul’s argument in the second three chapters?

2. If someone questioned why you keep the commandments of G-d, putting yourself back
under the law, and they quoted Paul saying, “don’t you know we’re not under law but
under grace?” How would you respond?
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Lesson Thirty-Six
Read Romans 7 and 8. Paul weaves a beautiful argument demonstrating why we still sin after
being saved. He introduces the other law which people often confuse with the Torah – the law
of sin. He juxtaposes this “law of sin” against the “law of the Spirit.”
These two chapters are power-packed with faith statements on which we depend. Paul has
gleaned these from the Tanakh, and provides them to the Roman assembly for encouragement.
He is convinced in the resurrection of Messiah Yeshua and that HaShem will also raise us,
providing adoption, as we become sons of G-d and co-heirs with Messiah.
Paul illuminates the sovereignty of G-d, causing (not letting) all things to work together for our
good. It is G-d Who foreknows us (from which we get our word prognosticate), predestines us
to be conformed into the image of His Son, calls us, justifies us and ultimately glorifies us.
Re-read the two chapters again. This time use your study Bible to find cross-references that
may help in the review below. Remember, the cross-references provided in your study Bible
may or may not be contextually proper!

Review
Search the Tanakh for proofs of or references to these truths. Provide books and chapters for
each point – without using the Apostolic Scriptures.
1. Believers are dead to the world and alive to G-d, bearing fruit
2. The Torah teaches us what sin is
3. The Torah is holy, and the commandments are holy, righteous and good
4. At times, believers may not do what they want, and do what they hate
5. Believers have an internal struggle (Galatians 5:17, James 4:1) with sin
6. The Spirit of Messiah indwells believers
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7. Creation was subjected to futility by the sin of Adam
8. Creation groans under the curse, longing for the ultimate redemption
9. The resurrection and redemption of our bodies is the hope of salvation
10. The indwelling Spirit of G-d intercedes for believers when they pray
11. The Son of G-d intercedes for believers, at the right hand of G-d
12. Nothing can separate us from the love of G-d
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Lesson Thirty-Seven
Read Romans 9 – 11. Paul provides a deep, heart-felt discourse on the plight of his people. He
must qualify “brothers” with “kinsmen according to the flesh” so his readers understand that
he is speaking specifically of his fellow Jews. He gives us a remarkable list of positives about his
people.
To the Israelites belong:
• The adoption
• The glory
• The covenants
• The giving of the Torah
• The worship
• The promises
• The patriarchs
• The Messiah
The worship of G-d, according to Paul, belongs to the Jews. This is extraordinary when one
considers the difference between standard Christian or Catholic worship when compared to
Judaism. If the Temple were standing, the difference would be even more stark.
G-d’s selection and sovereign rule over His people has provided correction and discipline in the
past. The Jews have historically seen their righteousness based on being Jews, and being
obedient to G-d’s commands. However, as Paul points out, the Torah points to its goal of
Messiah’s righteousness, which avoids the wrath of the Almighty.
Paul’s drash on Moses’ speech in Deuteronomy 30 puts the focus on Messiah Yeshua, giving us
more clarity on what Moses was saying. I’ve highlighted Paul’s additions to Moses.
“For this commandment that I command you today is not too hard for you,
neither is it far off. It is not in heaven, that you should say, ‘Who will ascend to
heaven for us and bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it?’ Neither is it
beyond the sea, that you should say, ‘Who will go over the sea for us and
bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it?’ But the word is very near you. It
is in your mouth and in your heart, so that you can do it.”
(Deuteronomy 30:11–14 ESV)
“But the righteousness based on faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who
will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Messiah down)“ or ‘Who will
descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Messiah up from the dead). But
what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart”
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); because, if you confess with your
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mouth that Yeshua is L-rd and believe in your heart that G-d raised him from
the dead, you will be saved.”
(Romans 10:6–9 ESV)
This leads to Paul’s stringing pearls from calling, to believing, to hearing, to preaching, to
sending. Israel has heard. The prophets have been calling for generations.
“But of Israel he says, “All day long I have held out my hands
to a disobedient and contrary people.””
(Romans 10:21 ESV)
This would lead some to think that G-d has forsaken the Jews and has chosen a new “chosen
people,” the church. Which really makes no sense, since the church is not a people group or
ethnicity. No, Israel is obviously more than just the physical descendants of Abraham – and not
all of them either. It is the spiritual descendants of Abraham – with the same faith.
Paul uses Israel’s stubbornness – and G-d’s foreknowledge, to teach about the opportunity for
salvation to non-Jews, as we return to the veil of 2 Corinthians 3. G-d deliberately, sovereignly,
blinded His people from understanding the gospel – and seeing Messiah Yeshua, for our sake.
But it is a partial hardening of Israel that is time-bound. Paul uses two words in Romans 11:25
that are worth exploring.
The first is μυστήριον (mustērion), from which we get the word “mystery.” It’s used nearly 30
times in the Apostolic Scriptures and is always translated in the ESV as “mystery” except when
used by Yeshua. In these three cases (the synoptics) it is translated as “secret.” Interesting.
The second word is a counting term, πλήρωμα (plērōma), which is translated in the ESV as
“fullness” every time in the Apostolic Scriptures except for when the Master uses it for the
“patch” on an old garment (weird translators.) They did well in Romans 11:12, translating as
“full inclusion.”
“Lest you be wise in your own sight, I do not want you to be unaware of this
mystery, brothers: a partial hardening has come upon Israel, until the fullness
of the Gentiles has come in. And in this way all Israel will be saved, as it is
written, “The Deliverer will come from Zion, he will banish ungodliness from
Jacob; and this will be my covenant with them when I take away their sins.””
(Romans 11:25–27 ESV)
Some question if “all Israel” is every Jew down through time, or all of Israel alive at the coming
of Messiah. Or perhaps it is the “Israel of G-d,” those who are truly elect and called. But we
should consider Paul’s next statement.
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“As regards the gospel, they are enemies for your sake. But as regards
election, they are beloved for the sake of their forefathers. For the gifts and
the calling of God are irrevocable.”
(Romans 11:28–29 ESV)
In our last lesson, we learned that Paul has provided the theological dominoes of being
foreknown, predestined, conformed called, justified and glorified. This study is about halachah
for non-Jews, so we will leave this discussion for another time.

Review
1. Paul’s focus in chapters 9 through 11 is on Israel. What did you learn that was new to
you, or a different perspective?
2. How does Paul bring light to Moses’ famous charge to the people in Deuteronomy 30?

3. How is the partial hardening of Israel related to the veil over Moses after coming down
with the 10 Words?
4. If the partial hardening of Israel and rejection of Yeshua as the Messiah led to the gospel
being shared with non-Jews, what will their acceptance of Yeshua be?
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Lesson Thirty-Eight
The first 11 chapters of the letter to the Roman assembly left us with a singular standard for
righteousness – the Torah. Men are without excuse due to G-d’s general revelation in creation
and specific revelation, the Torah, leaves any who are aware of it, falling short of the G-d’s
glory.
Those who have been chosen, elected, saved, or whatever term you want to use, find
themselves wrestling with the flesh, while in this present world. The coming of Messiah will free
us from this torment.
Finally, the Jewish people, chosen by G-d, have been partially hardened, consistent with the veil
of 2 Corinthians 3 and Deuteronomy 30, for a time, until the full count of non-Jews are added to
the kingdom.
With his theology out of the way, Paul turns to righteous living (the focus of this study) as we
continue. Read Romans 12.
Read Psalm 19:14; Proverb 10:32; 15:8; and 21:3. What is acceptable to G-d?

How does one serve the L-rd?

Read Romans 13. Paul summarizes the believer’s life with a call to love others. Just as the
Master, the commandments are summed up in love. Did Paul give us any other standard of
halachic behavior other than the Torah?

Read Romans 14. If the Torah is the guide for all the believers to whom Paul is writing (Jew or
non-Jew) then how do we explain the judgment problem Paul raises? He uses food as his
example. Explain how this works, if the Torah is our guide for living.

Lesson Thirty-Eight

45

WHAT ABOUT ME?

MEN OF TORAH

Read Romans 15. Paul is proud that his work is bearing fruit. He is bringing “the Gentiles to
obedience.” This is quite a statement for us. To what are the non-Jews now obedient?

Read Romans 16. Paul closes his letter with greetings to a litany of helpers. He mentions his
beloved Epaenetus, who was the “first fruits” to Messiah in Asia. He closes that section of
accolades with “All the churches of Messiah greet you.” This word “churches,” as we’ve taught
earlier, should be assemblies or congregations, to be consistent with the Tanakh.

Review
1. Paul mentions that there is something that everyone knows about the Roman assembly.
What is it?

2. There are many in the professing church today that want to “live with their partner”
before marriage to ensure they are compatible. There are parents who will promote
“trying drugs” by their children, so they experience it in a safe environment. How does
this mindset fit into Paul’s thinking according to this verse?
“For your obedience is known to all, so that I rejoice over you, but I want you
to be wise as to what is good and innocent as to what is evil.”
(Romans 16:19 ESV, emphasis mine)

3. Paul’s closing prayer mentions “the obedience of faith,” which is the same phrase he
used in his opening (Romans 1:5). Explain what he means.
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Lesson Thirty-Nine
Now that Paul’s three month stay in Corinth and his letter to the Romans assembly is complete,
he will return to Jerusalem. Chronologically we will finish the Acts of the Apostles before
continuing to the remaining epistles. Read Acts 20:4-21:16. Make note of the timing markers.
When did Paul leave Philippi?
How long did the party spend in Troas?
When did the community gather to break bread? Which meal do you think it was?
Was the sun up or down when they began their meal?
I see some inconsistencies in the dialogue about Eutychus. Poor fellow couldn’t stay awake
during the sermon. He is first described as a “young man” with the Greek νεανίας (neanías).
This is the same word used to describe Paul, when we were first introduced.
Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid
down their garments at the feet of a young man named Saul.
(Acts 7:58, ESV, emphasis mine)
I had always thought of Eutychus as a lad of five or six years old! I guess not. Perhaps midtwenties? Yet the story closes relating that they took the “youth” away alive. This is the Greek
παις (pais). This word is actually translated most often as “servant.” Only here did the ESV
choose “youth.”
Paul is in a rush to get back to Jerusalem for Shavuot (Pentecost). Instead of stopping at
Ephesus, they sail past to dock at Miletus, and have the elders of Ephesus meet them on the
beach. That meeting was very emotional. Describe your thoughts.
Arriving at Tyre, in the Land, they sought out the disciples and moved on to Caesarea to visit
Philip, the Evangelist. Do you know any evangelists? Do they speak and act like Philip? Take a
moment to write your thoughts.
When Paul finally arrives back in Jerusalem his entourage is taken to Mnason of Cyprus’ house.
How would you describe this old man?

Review
1. Overall, how would you describe the folks that prayed with Paul on his route back to
Jerusalem?
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2. I perceive the folks that prayed with Paul as devout. How do you reconcile this with their
consistent counsel that he forsake his return to Jerusalem?

3. Why does Paul want to return so badly to Jerusalem?

4. Compare Paul’s desire with your faith and desire to server YOUR Master.
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Lesson Forty
Paul has arrived in Jerusalem, and he made it in time for Shavuot (Pentecost.) Read Acts 21:17 –
26. Paul is immediately given an audience with James and all the elders. Everyone is thrilled and
praising G-d over the blessings on Paul’s ministry. But the real story is not what’s been
happening across Asia, Macedonia and Greece. The big story of the day is the thousands of
Jews who have believed that Yeshua is the promised Mashiach of Israel. These Jews are zealous
to keep the Torah. I suspect these are thousands more beyond the nearly 10,000 believers in
the first two or three chapters of Acts. What’s the problem?

How do the elders recommend the problem be solved?
How does Paul react? Does he deny or affirm the rumors?
The word for “zealous” in this passage is the first use in the Apostolic Scriptures. It’s the word
ζηλωτής (zēlōtēs). It is only used four other times, the last describing the Master and His
followers.
“Who gave Himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for
himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good works.”
(Titus 2:14 ESV)
Good works are mitzvot. We should be zealous to keep the commandments. Paul and the four
men began the seven-day process of purification, in obedience to the Torah.
“Whoever in the open field touches someone who was killed with a sword or
who died naturally, or touches a human bone or a grave, shall be unclean
seven days. For the unclean they shall take some ashes of the burnt sin
offering, and fresh water shall be added in a vessel. Then a clean person shall
take hyssop and dip it in the water and sprinkle it on the tent and on all the
furnishings and on the persons who were there and on whoever touched the
bone, or the slain or the dead or the grave. And the clean person shall sprinkle
it on the unclean on the third day and on the seventh day. Thus, on the
seventh day he shall cleanse him, and he shall wash his clothes and bathe
himself in water, and at evening he shall be clean.”
(Numbers 19:16–19 ESV)
Why would someone go through this week-long ritual if the Torah was no longer relevant? This
is at least 20 years after the Messiah’s death, and through this study we are coming to believe
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that Paul’s message was consistent to both Jews and Gentiles that the Torah was, and is, the
standard of righteousness for all who believe. Is this action consistent with this?
Do you believe that animal sacrifices are so five minutes ago, and the new believer makes
sacrifices in his or her heart? Does Paul agree with you?
Read Acts 21:27 – 36. Who stirred up the crowd? Where were they from? Why are they upset?

Let’s review the complaint against Paul. If true, I believe those stirring up the crowd are
reacting properly. The issue appears to be three-fold. Teaching against the Jews, the Torah and
the Temple. So, take some time and come up with some phrases or concepts that Paul was
teaching that could be misconstrued by a Jewish audience in these three areas. This is the meat
of this lesson, so don’t skimp!

Review
1. Did Paul violate the Torah by bringing the four men into the Temple?
2. Would it be a problem to bring Trophimus the Ephesian into the Temple?
3. The Tribune commands 1,000 men. A Cohort is about 600. A Centurion commands 100
men. The Tribune ran down to the Temple with solders and centurions. This was a big
deal. Think of a modern news story that parallels the scene described by Luke.
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Lesson Forty-One
We are picking up the storyline at the end of Acts 21. This begins the end of Paul’s life. The
prophets were right on the beaches of Asia – none of them would see Paul’s face again – he will
die in prison.
I am convinced that the charges against Paul, and his defense against these charges are the
essence of the book of Acts, and the answer to the question, “What about me?” being asked by
Gentiles today. So, let’s pick up Luke’s narrative by reading Acts 21:37 – 22:29.
The translators use of “assassins” is not bad. Perhaps “terrorists” would be better in our day,
but the sense is the same. “Murderers” used by the KJV omits an emotional element from the
text.
Let’s review the crowd’s charges against Paul.
1. He is teaching against “the people,” presumably the Jews
2. He is teaching against the Torah
3. He is teaching against the Temple
Let’s examine his defense to the crowd.
1. He is a Jew
2. Educated at the feet of Gamaliel according to the strict manner of the Torah
3. He has been zealous for G-d, as they are, persecuting The Way
The crowd listened quietly and intently to Paul’s defense on the steps of the barracks. What
was it that caused them to begin shouting that Paul should be killed?
Why would this be such a big deal?

Paul is being man-handled by large, strong Roman soldiers. Unlike me, he is unarmed. He waits
until they have bound his wrists, put him over a table stretching his skin by pulling his arms and
then quietly says something to the man in charge. This is straight out of a James Bond movie.
The strength of his comment causes the soldiers to recoil in fear and the tribune was fearful as
well. Westerners in our day think the issue was the flogging – but it should never have even
come to that – binding a Roman citizen without trial was a major deal. Nice play, Paul.
Read Acts 22:30 – 23:11. Paul is brought before the Sanhedrin by the Romans and makes an
opening statement. He is cut short by a punch in the mouth, which causes him to mouth off. He
quotes from Deuteronomy 25, which details the specific method by which a guilty man is to be
punished by beating. Again, we see that Paul’s reference for right and wrong is clearly the
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Torah. But when he is informed that this man is the High Priest, he corrects himself, quoting
again.
“And Paul said, “I did not know, brothers, that he was the high priest, for it is
written, ‘You shall not speak evil of a ruler of your people.’””
(Acts 23:5 ESV)
I believe Paul may be quoting the Ketuvim (Writings). Psalm 109 closes with this summation
about those who speak evil of a righteous man.
“May this be the reward of my accusers from the LORD, of those who speak
evil against my life!”
(Psalms 109:20 ESV)
Paul is a wise man, especially when it comes to people. He makes a statement that throws the
court into turmoil. What did he say, and why did it have this effect?

Review
1. Can you list the three things that of which Paul was accused of teaching against?
2. What was it that Paul said at the end of his first defense to the crowd in the Temple that
caused such an uproar?
3. Was Paul’s second defense, before the Sanhedrin, the same as the first?
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Lesson Forty-Two
In Lesson 41 we learned that Paul has an amazing passion for the Gentiles, his mission from
Yeshua and a calmness bolstered by a genuine belief in G-d and His plan. We left off Luke’s
narrative with Paul still in the hands of the Romans, and a promise from the L-rd that Paul
would testify about Him in Rome. So far, so good. We have also seen that the opposition to
Paul’s evangelism is not the inclusion of Gentiles in Judaism, but that Gentiles can have a
relationship with the Holy One without becoming Jewish through ritual conversion. This is such
a big deal for the chief priests and elders of the day that men are willing to kill Paul.
Read Acts 23:12 – 25:12. We see that Paul is indeed headed to Rome, having appealed to
Caesar.
Read Acts 25:13 – 26:32. Even King Agrippa agrees, it was Paul’s move, appealing to Caesar,
that is keeping him in Roman custody. Paul is working the plan.
Read Acts 27:1 – 28:16. Did you notice the reference to “the Fast” being over? It’s a great
timing marker, referring to Yom Kippur. The following verses are like an early remake of U.S.
Marshalls with Tommy Lee Jones.
Read Acts 28:17 – 30. This is an important passage. Paul has invited the local leaders of the
Jews to meet with him. What is his claim?
His case was not a capital crime, and he could have been freed. Who objected?
According to his own testimony, why is Paul wearing a chain?
I am convinced that this phrase is key for Paul’s theology and his expectation for our walk as
believers in Messiah Yeshua. Read the following passages, taken from nearly every epistle Paul
had written to assemblies throughout the region.
“But this I confess to you, that according to the Way, which they call a sect, I
worship the G-d of our fathers, believing everything laid down by the Torah
and written in the Prophets, having a hope in G-d, which these men
themselves accept, that there will be a resurrection
of both the just and the unjust.”
(Acts 24:14–15 ESV)
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“For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of G-d.
For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him
who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its
bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory
of the children of G-d.”
(Romans 8:19–21 ESV)
“I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, that
the G-d of our L-rd Messiah Yeshua, the Father of glory, may give you the
Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of Him, having the eyes of
your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has
called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and
what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe,
according to the working of his great might that he worked in Messiah when
he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly
places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above
every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come.”
(Ephesians 1:16–21 ESV)
“And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, He
has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you
holy and blameless and above reproach before him, if indeed you continue in
the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that
you heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of
which I, Paul, became a minister.”
(Colossians 1:21–23 ESV)
“For the grace of G-d has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training
us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled,
upright, and godly lives in the present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the
appearing of the glory of our great G-d and Savior Yeshua the Messiah, Who
gave Himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself
a people for his own possession who are zealous for good works.”
(Titus 2:11–14 ESV)
“Blessed be the God and Father of our L-rd Yeshua the Messiah! According to
his great mercy, He has caused us to be born again to a living hope through
the resurrection of Messiah Yeshua from the dead, to an inheritance that is
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by God’s
power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed
in the last time.”
(1 Peter 1:3–5 ESV)
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“Beloved, we are G-d’s children now,
and what we will be has not yet appeared;
but we know that when He appears we shall be like Him,
because we shall see him as he is.
And everyone who thus hopes in Him purifies himself as he is pure.”
(1 John 3:2–3 ESV)

Review
1. What is the hope? Explain fully.

2. What is Paul’s expectation of the believer’s walk? Quote him, if you can.

3. What timeframe is Paul talking about?

4. The elders wanted to hear what Paul’s views were. Do you think the average believer
can articulate Paul’s views today?

5. Who was it who came to Paul’s lodgings in great numbers? What texts was Paul using to
convince these visitors that Yeshua is the promised Mashiach?
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Appendix
Remaining Chronological Readings
Colossians
Philemon
Ephesians
Philippians
1 Timothy
Titus
1 Peter
Hebrews 1-6
Hebrews 7-10

Appendix

Hebrews 11-13
2 Timothy
2 Peter; Jude
1 John
2 John; 3 John
Revelation 1-5
Revelation 6-11
Revelation 12-18
Revelation 19-22
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Lesson Summaries
Each week the previous lesson is reviewed in class. The audio files are in the iTunes podcast for
Men of Torah. The handouts for each review session are in this section.
Note that some classes do not require a handout.
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GotQuestions.org
Question: "Does the Bible record the death of the apostles? How did each of the apostles
die?"
Answer: The only apostle whose death the Bible records is James (Acts 12:2). King Herod had
James “put to death with the sword,” likely a reference to beheading. The circumstances of the
deaths of the other apostles are related through church tradition, so we should not put too much
weight on any of the other accounts. The most commonly accepted church tradition in regard to the
death of an apostle is that the apostle Peter was crucified upside-down in Rome in fulfillment of
Jesus’ prophecy (John 21:18). The following are the most popular “traditions” concerning the deaths
of the other apostles:
Matthew suffered martyrdom in Ethiopia, killed by a sword wound. John faced martyrdom when he
was boiled in a huge basin of boiling oil during a wave of persecution in Rome. However, he was
miraculously delivered from death. John was then sentenced to the mines on the prison island of
Patmos. He wrote his prophetic book of Revelation on Patmos. The apostle John was later freed and
returned to what is now modern-day Turkey. He died as an old man, the only apostle to die
peacefully.
James, the brother of Jesus (not officially an apostle), was the leader of the church in Jerusalem. He
was thrown from the southeast pinnacle of the temple (over a hundred feet down) when he refused
to deny his faith in Christ. When they discovered that he survived the fall, his enemies beat James to
death with a club. This is thought to be the same pinnacle where Satan had taken Jesus during the
temptation.
Bartholomew, also known as Nathanael, was a missionary to Asia. He witnessed in present-day
Turkey and was martyred for his preaching in Armenia, being flayed to death by a whip. Andrew was
crucified on an x-shaped cross in Greece. After being whipped severely by seven soldiers, they tied
his body to the cross with cords to prolong his agony. His followers reported that when he was led
toward the cross, Andrew saluted it in these words: “I have long desired and expected this happy
hour. The cross has been consecrated by the body of Christ hanging on it.” He continued to preach
to his tormentors for two days until he died. The apostle Thomas was stabbed with a spear in
India during one of his missionary trips to establish the church there. Matthias, the apostle chosen to
replace the traitor Judas Iscariot, was stoned and then beheaded. The apostle Paul was tortured and
then beheaded by the evil Emperor Nero in Rome in A.D. 67. There are traditions regarding the
other apostles as well, but none with any reliable historical or traditional support.
It is not so important how the apostles died. What is important is the fact that they were all willing to
die for their faith. If Jesus had not been resurrected, the disciples would have known it. People will
not die for something they know to be a lie. The fact that all of the apostles were willing to die
horrible deaths, refusing to renounce their faith in Christ, is tremendous evidence that they had truly
witnessed the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Lesson Summaries

iv

